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Dear EDF members, partners and friends,

We are very happy and pleased to invite you to La Baule, a lovely city on France’s west 
coast, to our 2016 EDF Congress. 

The theme for this year’s EDF Congress is „Think differently, think diversity“.

Since the 1993 GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) negotiations „l’exception 
culturelle française“ (the French cultural exception) has become a world known political 
concept. In terms of dairy production, we also experience some agricultural exceptions 
in France, and we want to share them with you during our congress.  We want to further 
open up our perspectives for innovation and creativity. In EDF, we are solution minded 
and eager to shape  sustainable dairy production for the future. This year’s congress 
program will offer you the opportunity to reflect on how we can…

… transform our weaknesses  into strengths
… see opportunities rather than risks
… combine passion and profitability
… find inspiration from other businesses
… improve our figures and management
… think outside of the box!

As every year, we hope you will appreciate our speakers and round table discussions. We 
also hope that you will enjoy our innovative farm visit and workshop concept. But most of 
all we want you to enjoy reconnection with old EDF friends and gaining new EDF friends, 
in a convivial and relaxed atmosphere!

On behalf of the French EDF Congress Committee and EDF Europe, we want to warmly 
welcome you to our 2016 EDF Congress.

Hermjan Darwinkel, President EDF France  
Katrine Lecornu, EDF President



Chairman Willem Schipper, French Dairy Farmer

11.00 - 15.00 h Congress registration

            12.00 h Official start of the conference

12.00 - 15.00 h A taste of the diversity and gastronomy of France! 
Hosted by French farmers around regional tables

15.00 - 15.10 h Welcome address, Katrine Lecornu, EDF President and 
Hermjan Darwinkel, President EDF France

15.10 - 15.40 h French EDF farmer’s cost of production figures: 
Challenges and opportunities, Steffi Wille-Sonk, EDF, 
Mathilde Fall, EDF STAR France, Christophe Lutz, French  
dairy farmer

15.40 - 16.00 h Strengths and weaknesses of the French dairy sector in 
the international context, Benoit Rouyer, CNIEL
How does dairy processors face current turbulent times? 
Damien Lacombe, President Sodiaal

16.00 - 16.30 h “All you ever wanted to know about French dairy 
production!” Round table with Benoit Rouyer, CNIEL, 
Damien Lacombe, Sodiaal, Willem Koops, (LTO), Jean 
François Marmier, cheese Comté sector

16.30 - 17.00 h Coffee break

17.00 - 18.00 h “Get out of the box!” Find inspiration, share thoughts. 
Round table with French and European dairy farmers

18.00 - 18.30 h Think differently: How Coca-Cola faces market 
challenges, Dominique Bricout, Commercialisation and 
Supply Chain Category manager Coca-Cola

            19.00 h Dinner at Atlantia
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08.00 - 08.45 h “Low milk prices look like continuing! What impact does 
it have on the financial situation and how to survive?“ 
Steffi Wille-Sonk, EDF

09.00 - 16.45 h Farm visits. Lunch and CoP workshop on farm

17.00 - 18.30 h Discover the tradition and entrepreneurship of the 
French sea salt producers (Group 1)

            19.00 h Dinner beside the wood-fired oven,  
François Anger’s farm

Wednesday 29 June 2016

Thursday 30 June 2016

08.00 - 09.00 h EDF General Assembly
09.00 - 09.45 h “Boost your creativity, be both, unique and universal!“ 

An inspirational story from Martin Ophoven, improvisation 
comedian, spiritual skateboarder and collaboration facilitator

10.00 - 16.45 h Farm visits. Lunch and CoP workshop on farm
17.00 - 18.30 h Discover the tradition and entrepreneurship of the 

French sea salt producers (Group 2)

            19.00 h Gala dinner at Atlantia, La Baule (Dress code),  
official end of the conference

Workshop Specification

“Think differently, an innovative and exciting CoP workshop”
This year all workshops will take place on farms. Every participant has the chance 
to be part of two CoP workshops and two themed workshops („technical zoom“) 
during the four farm visits.

CoP Workshops: After the farm tour anonymized CoP data as well as 
specific questions will be discussed in small groups. Afterwards the results 
will be presented to the whole group and will be debated. In addition, the 
strengths and weaknesses of the farm visited shall be discussed and evaluated  
on this occasion.

Technical Zoom: During two of the farm visits two dairy experts will spice up 
the farm visit with presentations and followed discussions. The presentations 
will touch technological, environmental and social issues that are current  
for the farms visited.



Visit Manitou and Antoin’s farm -                                     

     join the Post-Tour!

             08.00 h Departure from La Baule
10.00 - 12.00 h Visit of Manitou factory 
12.00 - 13.00 h Lunch
14.00 - 16.00 h Farm visit. Antoine Rouger, EDF member
            18.00 h Arrival in La Baule 

(shuttle to Nantes airport or railway station if required)

Friday 01 July 2016

Founded by the Braud family over 60 years ago, 
the Manitou Group now operates throughout 
the world under these 3 brands: Manitou, Gehl 
and Mustang. Manitou Group is a leader in the 
material handling industry (industrial or rough 
terrain forklift-trucks, aerial work-platforms, 
compact loaders, warehousing equipment, 
etc). More of 35% of its turnover is dedicated 
to agricultural marketing. Its headquarter is 
based in Ancenis, France. Take the opportunity 
to visit Manitou Group‘s main production 
facility and discover our handling solutions in 
our machine showroom. 

Since 2008, I have visited 
many EDF members around 
Europe. In June, I will be very 
happy to welcome you on 
my farm during the Manitou 
tour on 1st of July. You will 
have the opportunity to see 
my 140 dairy cows managed 
on 350 ha by 5 partners of 
the same company. That’s a 
French speciality! I’m looking 
forward to meet you during 
the congress. Antoine Rouger, 
Phone:+33 6 18 38 16 73  
antoine.rouger11@gmail.com



General Information
Convention venue: The Congress takes place in Palais des congrès de La Baule 
„Atlantia“, 119 avenue du Maréchal de Lattre de Tassigny, 44500 La Baule, Phone: 
+33 2 40 11 51 51, http://www.labaule-evenements.com/
Congress office: Linda Vollmert, European Dairy Farmers e.V., Grüner Kamp 
19-21, 24768 Rendsburg, Mobile: +49 176 57586373, Fax: +49 4331 4360191,  
Email: congress2016@dairyfarmer.net, Website: www.dairyfarmer.net
Conference coordination: Mathilde Fall, European Dairy Farmers France, 
3 Chemin de la Futaie, 72700 Rouillon, Mobile: +33 6 33 65 46 84,  
Email: m.fall@btpl.fr
Registration and registration fee: Conference attendance fees are listed in the 
“Congress registration form”, please see http://www.dairyfarmer.net/activities/
annual-edf-conference.html. All delegates are kindly requested to fill in the 
registration form and to return it by fax, post or as pdf-attachment by email 
to the congress office (see address above) before April 30th 2016. For online 
registration go to www.dairyfarmer.net/registration
Cancellation: No refund for cancellation after May 31st 2016.
Methods of payment: After we receive your registration form, we will send you 
an invoice/confirmation. Payment is possible via international bank transaction. 
Please use IBAN and BIC / SWIFT code for bank transaction. Your invoice must 
be paid before May 31st 2016.
Language: The working language of the EDF Congress 2016 will be English.
Insurance: Please note that the organizers do not provide any insurance for EDF 
2016 congress delegates.
Policy agreement: By registering for the conference, you agree that photos of 
you may be taken and may be published in any kind of EDF context.

VISA: Visitors from EU member states and the Schengen countries do 
not require an entry visa for France. Congress delegates from non EU 
member states are kindly requested to contact the local French embassy 
to check whether they need an entry visa for visiting France or check  
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/coming-to-france/getting-a-visa/

Post-Tour: Please register for your Post-Tour-Choice with the congress 
registration form. Your registration details will be forwarded to the EDF 
partner and will be processed there. For any question regarding the 
Post-Tour, please contact Antoine Rouger, Phone: +33 6 18 38 16 73,  
Email: antoine.rouger11@gmail.com

Accommodation: Delegates have to book their own accommodation. The 
EDF 2016 conference fee does not include accommodation costs. Hotel rooms 
have been reserved for delegates of the EDF Congress and must be booked 
not later than April 30th 2016. Please find the travel and hotel information at  
http://www.dairyfarmer.net/activities/annual-edf-conference.html and see 
http://labaule.ingenie.fr/registration-conference-EURDAIFAR.html



Congress partners

EDF agribusiness partners

AGROVISION B.V., Deventer, NL
INVIVO NSA, Vannes, France
Lemmer-Fullwood Lohmar, D
ADHEO 109/CER, FR

European Dairy Farmers e.V., Grüner Kamp 19-21, 24768 Rendsburg, Germany


